

Final Exam schedule 

The final exam schedule is posted on the college 
website, under Current Students. Exams are Mon- 
day, Dec. 10 - Thursday, Dec. 1 3. 
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Holiday Open House 

Students, faculty and staff are welcome to the col- 
lege’s Holiday Open House on Thursday, Dec. 13, 
from 4-6 p.m. in the Davis Conference Center. The 
campus community will also be welcoming our new 
Campus Provost Leonard Colelli and wife, Linda. 

Library hours expanded 

The Mary F. Shipper Library will have extended 
study hours today and tomorrow, open until mid- 
night. On Friday, the library is open from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. For finals week, the library is open on 
Sunday, 4 p.m. -midnight; Monday -Wednesday: 8 
a.m.-midnight; Thursday; 8 a.m. -9 p.m.; and Friday: 
8 a.m. -4:30 p.m. 

Last day to withdraw 

Thursday, Dec. 6, is the final day to withdraw from 
the college. According to the PSC website, there may 
be financial aid implications for withdrawal. The 
website says: “When a student withdraws from the 
College before the end of the semester, federal regu- 
lations require that Potomac State determine wheth- 
er any of the student’s financial aid must be repaid. 
A student ‘earns’ financial aid based on the length 
of time he or she remained enrolled. If more than 
60 percent of the semester has passed, all aid is 
considered earned and no funds have to be repaid. 
If charges over and above the amount of earned aid 
are not covered by other payments, the student will 
be billed for the amount of the difference. Students 
owing a repayment for any federally sponsored aid 
are not eligible for financial aid during future enroll- 
ment periods until satisfactory repayment arrange- 
ments have been made with the US Department of 
Education. Please note: Students receiving all F’s 
and/or incomplete grades for a semester will notice 
a similar impact on financial aid eligibility. 


Evening finals in progress; 
day class finals begin Mon. 


By Stephanie Wildman 
Campus News Editor 

As final exams approach, 
teachers and students are 
preparing. This week can 
be a little crazy for both. 

Leslie Staggers, lecturer 
in business technology, 
prepares her Leadership 
and Human Behavior final 
exam the same as for any 
other test. “I review mate- 
rial covered, select/ edit 
questions from a test bank 
that covers that material, 
and write short answer 
and bonus questions.” 

She prepares her stu- 
dents for finals the same 
way she does for every oth- 
er test. She identifies the 
most important material 
in the chapters, because 
it allows students to focus 
their time on the most im- 
portant topics. 

Staggers advises stu- 
dents to avoid cramming 
and all-nighters. “Those 
techniques are a waste of 
sleep time and they don't 
work.” 

Dr. John Hawkins, pro- 
fessor of music, prepares 
his finals by making sure 
all paper work is ready and 
easy to read, then he sets 
aside time to grade the ex- 
ams in a timely manner. “I 
want the students to know 
their grade as quickly as 
possible. 

“Don't procrastinate” is 
the advice that Hawkins 
gives students. He also 
recommends that students 
get plenty of sleep the night 
before the exam, so they 
are both ready mentally 
and physically. 

Ryan Johnson, a sopho- 
more information technol- 
ogy major, says that “the 
way I prepare is making 
time with the professors to 
go over things.” His advice 
for students is not to wait 
to the last minute to study. 

“I don't prepare for fi- 
nals any different than any 
other test; I just try to take 
good notes all semester, 
read over them, and take 
the test,” says business 


student Emily Jackson, 
who admits to studying a 
lot more when she was a 
freshman, by making note 
cards. 

The Academic Success 
Center is very busy doing 
finals time, but they make 
sure that they see as many 
students as possible. Mol- 
ly Bennett, coordinator at 


By Cheri Alt 
Campus News Editor 

At 5 p.m. on Nov. 15, si- 
rens wailed and the lights 
flashed. Fire trucks, am- 
bulances, and sheriffs cars 
sped into the Keyser Ar- 
mory parking lot just be- 
hind campus. 

Fire fighters quickly dis- 
mantled the wrecked car. 
The Jaws of Life ripped 
through the metal, making 
an eerie grind. Everyone 
stood speechless as the 
top of the car was careful- 
ly removed. Keyser EMTs 


Academic Success Center, 
said, “if you have a tutor- 
ing appointment come pre- 
pared, read material before 
the session and write down 
any questions.” 

As finals come around, 
test anxiety tends to get 
worse; so take care of your- 
self and make sure you get 
plenty of rest says Bennett. 


rushed the car to remove 
the dummy in the back- 
seat. 

The students began to 
cheer. 

Zachary Minshell, Bar- 
bara Ludwig and Malika 
McCray were the PSC stu- 
dents responsible for orga- 
nizing the mock car crash. 
In Professor Ravenscroft's 
Sociology 207 class, stu- 
dent groups are asked to 
present information about 
a social problem. With the 
holidays quickly approach- 
Turn to Page 7 
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Students plan mock PU I accident 
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Co\e\\\ works on strategic planning 


PSC Serves You Club helps 
Community Closet event 


By Erica Sirk 
Campus News Editor 


Article and Photos by 
Jonathan Morse 
Campus News Editor 

The season of giving was 
kicked off early this year 
with the Community Clos- 
et's 1 1 th biannual giveaway 
at the Keyser American 
Legion. Cheri Alt, an RBA 
major, is the cofounder of 
Community Closet, a non- 
profit organization that 
acts as the middleman for 
those with resources they 
no longer need and those 
in need of resources. 

Alt, along with Jill Gard- 
ner, the director of the Mary 
F. Shipper Library, was 
joined by members of PSC 
Serves You, an on-campus 
club committed to commu- 
nity service, for their final 
giveaway of 2012. 

Twice a year for the past 
six years, Alt and her vol- 
unteers commit an entire 
weekend of their time, “re- 
cycling necessities,” as she 
described it. Donations 
are accepted throughout 
the year and stored for the 
event. The number of peo- 
ple attending the twice-a- 
year giveaway grows with 
every installment, making 
organization and logistics 
more difficult. This give- 
away event was made easi- 
er, however, by members of 
PSC Serves You. 

Social work major and 
first-year transfer stu- 
dent Barbara Ludwig was 
on hand for the giveaway, 
helping to direct traffic and 
organize the merchandise. 
She serves as the secretary 


for PSC Serves You and 
said, “We were happy to be 
able to get involved.” 

Zackary “Boone” Min- 
shall, another club mem- 
ber, unloaded trucks and 
picked up donations be- 
fore the event. “We couldn't 
have done it without them,” 
Alt said of club members. 
The morning of the event, 
“there were about 200 
people waiting outside 
the front doors when we 
opened.” 

PSC's involvement wasn't 
limited to PSC Serves You 
members. According to 
College Librarian Jill Gard- 
ner, who takes a vacation 
day to participate, “the 
college has been involved 
from the very beginning.” 

In the past, PSC has al- 
lowed the Community 
Closet use of their large 
open-top dumpster for dis- 
posal of unclaimed or bro- 
ken items left over at the 
end of the giveaway. PSC's 
new provost Dr. Leonard 
Colelli continued the trend 
started by Dr. Odell at the 
organization's inception. 

This time around, in ad- 
dition to providing needed 
goods to people in our im- 
mediate area, Community 
Closet answered a request 
from local radio station 
Spirit 101 for blankets and 
clothing to assist victims 
of Hurricane Sandy in New 
York. 

The Community Closet 
accepts donations of time, 
money or goods through- 
out the year. To donate, 
contact Alt di- 
rectly at 304- 
813-5746. 

Alt is still 
looking for 
donation of a 
dumpster on 
event day and 
they are look- 
ing for storage 
space through 
the year. 


Fall semester has gone 
quickly for all of us but 
not more quickly than for 
the new campus provost. 

Dr. Leonard Colelli came 
into the term with big 
plans. Laying out an eight- 
year strategic plan for the 
college is one of his key 
goals. 

The strategic plan will 
be reviewed by faculty 
on this campus and will 
make its way to Morgan- 
town for approval. Colelli 
also would like to get stu- 
dents involved in review- 
ing the strategic plan. 

Parts of the plan may in- 
clude future updates to the 
athletic fields, and a pos- 
sible recreational center 
for students and the com- 
munity. 

Academically, Dr. Colelli 
would like to add more 
bachelors degrees and 
work on expanding the cur- 
rent associates programs. 

Colelli has secured a 
$36,000 academic endow- 
ment in his short term, 

SGA will serve 
food for finals 

By Hailey Truman 
Editor 

SGA has been hard at 
work this year. They put on 
a successful homecoming 
dance, organized an alum- 
ni bowling night that was 
well attended, and planned 
a blood drive, which was 
cancelled due to Hurricane 
Sandy. 

The latest SGA activity 
was Bowling for Hunger 
night, which raised sixty 
dollars all together: thirty 
dollars worth of cans and 
thirty dollars for those who 
didn't have cans. 

SGA is conducting a book 
exchange where you can 
buy, sell or trade textbooks 
if you like their Facebook 
page. 

Lastly is Operation Fi- 
nals Week, planned from 
Monday through Wednes- 
day from 1 1 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Students will be serving 
coffee, hot chocolate and 
cookies for everyone so 
we all have a break from 
finals, so make sure that 
you show. 


and has continued goals 
for boosting scholarships. 

Colelli said that the base- 
ball team has asked for 
money for additions to 
Golden Park, and the 
team has promised to 
fund raise to pay the 
money back themselves. 

At the beginning of the 
spring semester there will 
be openings for women 
in the new residence hall, 


Catamount Place, as fresh- 
man attendance was at 
a record high this year. 
With the retirement of Aca- 
demic Dean Douglas Wilm- 
es, Colelli has asked two 
faculty members to provide 
administrative help on the 
strategic plan. Professors 
Phil Douthitt and Karen 
Campbell will be working 
with the administrative 
team at PSC. 
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Colelli poses at his desk after a student interview. 

Photo by Elisha Wagoner 


Financial aid exit counseling 

Attention: Graduating , transferring , and not return- 
ing students. 

All student loan borrowers at West Virginia 
University and the regional campuses at WVU- 
Tech and at Potomac State College are required 
to complete exit loan counseling before graduat- 
ing, transferring, and/or leaving school or after 
dropping below half-time status. Since repayment 
of student loans is a serious obligation, students 
must complete exit loan counseling even though 
they may be re-enrolling at WVU, WVU-Tech, or 
Potomac State, or transferring to another college/ 
university. 

An e-mail was sent to fall graduates in mid- 
November from WVU's loan servicer, Educational 
Computer Systems, Inc. (ECSI), requiring comple- 
tion of loan exit counseling. If the exit counsel- 
ing has not been completed within the time frame 
specified, reminder postcards will be sent to the 
students' permanent mailing addresses. At that 
time, fall graduates who have not completed the 
exit counseling requirement will have a hold placed 
on their University records. The hold prohibits the 
students from obtaining transcripts or grades and 
from registering for classes at West Virginia Uni- 
versity and/or its regional campuses. Once the 
exit counseling requirement is completed, the hold 
will be released. 

Transferring students and students who are not 
returning to WVU, WVU-Tech, and/or Potomac 
State College for the Spring 2013 term should con- 
tact the WVU Office of Student Accounts at osa@ 
mail.wvu.edu to begin the exit counseling process. 
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Longtime friendships form for faculty 


By Kelly Mills 
Campus News Editor 

Potomac State College of 
West Virginia University 
has a wide variety of char- 
acters in not only the ranks 
of the students, but also 
in the ranks of the profes- 
sors. Three professors who 
one would not think to be 
good friends are Music 
Professor John Hawkins, 
Business and Economics 
Professor John Stone, and 
Chemistry Professor Henry 
Falkowski. 

Dr. John “Doc” Hawkins 
came to work here 33 years 
ago, August 1, 1979. He 
teaches music and is in 
charge of the theatre pro- 
ductions. While majoring 
in concert piano at WVU, 
he never thought he would 
wind up being a teacher at 
a college. 

At his last piano lesson at 
WVU, Doc Hawkins looked 
at his “Doc” — Dr. Milten- 
berger, who is still the pia- 
no professor at WVU — and 
asked him, “Doc, how can 
I ever thank you?” And Dr. 
Miltenberger told him to 
simply “pass it on to some- 
body else.” 

A year before he earned 
his DMA (Doctor of Musi- 
cal Arts), from the Univer- 
sity of Maryland, College 
Park, he got a call from 
Miltenberger telling him of 
a job offer here at PSC, but 
Miltenberger did not tell 


Doc Hawkins that he had 
already arranged for him 
to work at PSC. Doc went 
to the interview, got the job 
and moved here to Keyser 
with his wife, and promised 
her he would look for an- 
other job if being a teacher 
didn’t work out. 

“I love this little school.” 
Doc said, and said how 
much he is going to miss it 
when he retires. 

Dr. Falkowski taught all 
of Doc’s children in chem- 
istry. Both Falkowski and 
his wife Terri, an instruc- 
tor in chemistry, are big 
fans of the theatre, and 
they regularly attend the 
spring musicals that Doc 
produces. 

Doc describes both 
Falkowski and Professor 
Stone as “very caring,” and 
said “who in their right 
mind would stay at a job 
for more than 30 years, if 
they don’t love it?” 

Dr. Henry Falkowski be- 
gan working at Potomac 
State College in 1976, 
making it 37 years here. 
He teaches general chem- 
istry and paleontology. 
He had always wanted to 
be a chemistry teacher, 
but a high school chemis- 
try teacher, not a college 
chemistry professor. His 
former chemistry profes- 
sor, Dr. Powell, sent him 
to PSC to see about a spot 
open for a chemistry pro- 


fessor. 

“You won’t find better 
than both of these men,” 
Falkowski said about Pro- 
fessor Stone and Doc. 
“They both are willing to 
work around the clock with 
you.” 

“Dr. Hawkins is vibrant 
and easy to work with” and 
“brings a lot of culture to 
the college.” Falkowski 
added that Doc is outgo- 
ing, and a great attribute 
here at Potomac State. 

Falkowski described Pro- 
fessor Stone as being “tre- 
mendously patient beyond 
belief,” and that “he’s rath- 
er reserve and very under- 
standing.” 

He says that the college 
“grows on you” and that it 
is a “very unique place. 

“This college and the stu- 
dents mean a lot to me.” 

Professor John Stone has 
been at Potomac State the 
longest of the three, at 41 
years. Teaching was prob- 
ably the last thing he want- 
ed to do; he didn’t like the 
idea of getting up in front 
of people. 

After graduating from 
WVU, Stone was working 
for the state roads depart- 
ment, as a record keeper. 
He went to Romney, W.Va. 
for an interview as a cer- 
tified personal accoun- 
tant, but was sent back to 
Keyser to talk to someone 



Professor John Stone 


about a spot open here at 
PSC in accounting. 

Because of not wanting 
to be in front of people, he 
was not crazy about the 
job, but applied to make 
his father happy, hoping 
he wouldn’t get the job. He 
wound up getting the job 
and after his first year he 
decided to give it another 
year. 

He talked to a priest 
about it as well, and the 
priest told him that “no 
one ever knows if you re- 
ally like the job unless 
you give it three years,” so 
Stone stayed the two more 
years, and ended up liking 
the job. 

Professor Stone de- 
scribed Doc as pleasant 
and “high strung during 
performances,” and de- 
scribed Dr. Falkowski as 
someone who is easy to get 
along with. 



Professor Henry Falkowski 



Professor John Hawkins 
Photos by Kelly Mills 


Doing important work 
can lead to strong friend- 
ships. These three profes- 
sors have served together 
on the College-Wide Re- 
view Committee, the most 
important of the faculty 
committees because they 
review faculty promotions 
and help make tenure de- 
cisions. 


OIIBNEWS 

Ski Club: Meets Tuesdays at 4:30 and Fridays at noon 
in Science Hall, Room 211. They have ski and snowboard 
trips planned for the winter and can even help you learn 
to ski or snowboard if you are a beginner. 

Queers & Allies Club: The queers and allies are plan- 
ning a mock wedding. Save-the-date notices have been 
sent out and the details are being planned for the Jan. 
2 1 ceremony. They meet every first and third Monday of 
each month. 

PSC Serves You: Taking part in the Community Closet 
recently, the PSC Serves You Club helped the commu- 
nity by loading trucks, sorting donations, and interacting 
with the public. They actively find projects in which they 
can help the students, faculty, and the community. 

Black Student Alliance: This club welcomes all stu- 
dents. They held two rap battles this term, but also ad- 
dress academics and student life. Anyone interested can 
contact John Campbell atjcampb32@mix.wvu.edu. 

Student Government Association: The SGA Office is 
located on the top floor of the Student Union. Meetings 
are conducted biweekly during the academic year and 
are announced through student MiX accounts, the SGA 
Facebook page, and by signs posted around campus. 


Black Student Alliance open to all PSC students 


By Brittany Biddle 
Campus News Editor 

Hospitality and tourism 
program student John 
Campbell is the president 
of the new club, The Black 
Student Alliance, here on 
campus. 

When asked what this 
club was about, Campbell 
responded, “It’s about stu- 
dents coming together to 
bridge gaps on certain di- 
verse issues that we have 
on the campus.” 

Campbell formed the 
club because he felt there 
were certain issues that 
needed to be addressed. 
He hopes to better pre- 
pare students for life and 
strives to instill in the stu- 
dents academic success. 

The members of the club 
said that they recently had 
a rap battle. They joined 


with the forestry program 
where they taught them 
how to “step” and they 
taught the members how 
to line dance. 

Campbell points out that 
this club is specifically for 
the students. “This club is 
not for my purposes; I’m 
not seeking gratification. 
It’s all for the students.” 


know that this club is 
open to all PSC students 
on campus. “Everyone is 
welcome.” The name BSA 
helps identify them as an 
organization here on cam- 
pus. 

Campbell hopes by form- 
ing this club that the stu- 
dents will have a better way 
of life and better ways of 
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Math professor thinks no problem is impossible 


By Unsay K. Baker 
Campus News Editor 

Dr. Stephanie Beck Roth 
is a woman with two last 
names. She made the 
choice to keep her maiden 
name, saying, “I refused 
to change it but would 
add onto it. All my life I 
have done so many things 
as 'Stephanie Beck’ and I 
didn’t want to change who 
I was because I got mar- 
ried.” 

With the accomplishment 
of over 30 publications, 
Beck Roth was advised 
that it would be a good idea 
to keep her maiden name. 
She and her husband have 
two children, Aaron II and, 
Clarissa Helen (Helen after 
her grandmother). 

Beck Roth originally 
came to PSC last year as 
a visiting professor and 
is now here on a tenure- 
track. She is originally 
from Lahmansville, W. Va. 

After receiving three dif- 
ferent bachelor degrees 
from Fairmont University, 
she transferred to Wake 
Forest University in North 
Carolina to achieve her 
masters and then earned 
her doctorate in mathe- 
matics from WVU. 

While at WVU She taught 
classes with close to 80 
students in them and 


felt that she would enjoy 
smaller classes instead. 

“I like being able to get 
to know students,” she 
says, adding; “my favorite 
thing is opening up a new 
world to them and sharing 
it. I believe in pushing stu- 
dents really hard.” 

At the same time, she 
never demands perfection 
from her students. “All stu- 
dents learn differently. I’m 
going to share as much as 
I can and hopefully if you 
remember half of it, I’ll be 
happy,” she says with a 
laugh. She believes that 
you have to nurture the 
individual student’s needs 
and cater your instruction 
to those needs. Current- 
ly Beck Roth teaches five 
classes. 

Beck Roth has many in- 
terests other than math- 
ematics including football, 
games, skiing, sewing, and 
gardening at her home at 
the foothills in Sheer, W.Va. 

She credits her grand- 
mother, Helen, for being 
one of the greatest influ- 
ences and motivations in 
her life. “I grew up in a very 
different environment than 
most children.” When she 
was born they were just 
moving in with her grand- 
mother to help because 
she had been diagnosed 


By Jonathan Morse 
Campus News Editor 

Jesse Barns, a third-year 
criminal justice student, 
has been chosen from a 
pool of three applicants for 
the Frasure-Singleton In- 
ternship. 

He will be going to 
Charleston, W.Va., where 
he will be assigned to a 
member of the state legis- 
lature, who will be mentor- 
ing him. Barnes will attend 


hearings and committee 
meetings, and he will join 
his assigned mentor on the 
legislative floor. His hotel 
room, meals and transpor- 
tation are being paid for by 
the legislature. 

Visiting Criminal Justice 
Instructor Nick Goff said 
that this internship will 
“open his eyes to the po- 
litical process and provide 
him with a view of the pro- 
cess from the inside.” 



with Multiple Sclerosis. 
Beck Roth describes her 
grandmother as “brilliant!” 
and lovingly tells how Hel- 
en made it a point to in- 
troduce her to things that 
most children wouldn’t 
have learned so young. 
“She would tell me about 
Roman numerals and in- 
teresting people, on rainy 
days. She would encourage 
me to enjoy different sub- 
jects. 

“I was incredibly blessed 
to have had her because 
she taught me that no 
problem was impossible.” 

When Beck Roth was 
fifteen she lost her grand- 
mother to the disease but 
has never forgotten the 
great advice. 



Beck Roth photo by Linsay K. Baker 


Jones wins national FFA award 


Legislative internship awarded 


CJ Instructor Nick Goff and CJ student Jesse Barns 


By Anne O'Hara 
Staff Writer 

Freshman Kaitlyn Jones, 
won a national title in live- 
stock judging at the Fu- 
ture Farmers of America 
convention, in Indiana 
last month. Kaitlyn placed 
third in the nation for her 
judging in keep-cull cows, 
goats and pigs. She re- 
ceived a gold medal for her 
total rankings, in her first 
national competition. 

Jones is a pre-veterinar- 
ian major and she enjoys 
Potomac State because of 
its small classes and small 
campus. She is taking ani- 
mal veterinary science and 
global foods classes. Addi- 
tionally, she helps out on 
the college farm, feeding 
and cleaning stalls. 

Kaitlyn lives on a farm 
in Greene County, Pa. She 
has been showing animals 
since she was 6 years old 
in Pennsylvania, West Vir- 
ginia, Massachusetts, and 
Indiana. 

Kaitlyn says that her 
involvement in her home- 
town 4-H club for 10 years 
and FFA for four has even 
helped her in school. Be- 
cause she is a pre-veteri- 
narian major, she is learn- 
ing things such as genet- 
ics, which explains how 
some animals, such as 
cows, can have widely di- 
verse bone structures. 

“I live on a small farm. 
Where I live there is not 
a lot of farming,” Kaitlyn 
explains, “so raising ani- 


fed 
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mals became the obvious 
choice.” 

Because FFA has an age 
limit, Kaitlyn will soon be 
completing her FFA com- 
petition career, but she is 
trying to become a live- 
stock judge on weekends 
for events held near her 
home. 

Kaitlyn gives all of her 
success and thanks to her 


parents, FFA advisors, and 
4-H leaders for teaching 
her vital information that 
has helped her in her jour- 
ney toward becomming a 
veterinarian. 

“If you want to get into 
livestock judging,” she 
says, “try your best, ask 
questions, and never give 
up.” 
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The Potomac State men's and women's soccer teams 
celebrated major success in their 2012 season. Both 
teams advanced to the Region XX, Division III Champi- 
onship games and fell just short of moving on to the final. 

The Lady Cats fell to Anne Arundel in their only loss of 
the season, with a final score of 3-1. Defenders Rebekah 
Messenger and Ashley Thomas, as well as midfielder, 
Cassie Alamo, were named to the all-tournament team. 
The Cats ended their season with a record of 12-1 and 
were ranked 10 th in the NJCAA. 

The men's team fell to Montgomery-Rockville with a fi- 
nal score of 1-0. They ended their season 15-3. Justin 
Winebrenner, Steven Holtschneider, and Conor Funga- 
roli were named to the Region XX all- tournament team. 

The women's volleyball team earned their second con- 
secutive Western Pennsylvania Collegiate College cham- 
pionship title, giving them four out of the last five titles. 


The Mountaineers 
will face Syracuse 
in the Pinstripe 
Bowl on Dec. 29, at 
Yankee Stadium. 

This marks West 
Virginians 11th 
straight bowl trip , 
following last 
year’s Orange Bowl 
crush of Clemson. 


Above , sophomore forward Rachel Waibogha shoots a 
foul shot in a recent home game. Center , guard Jenna 
McAtee dribbles up court. Photos by Raymond Burner 

Fall sports wrap-up stellar seasons 

By Amber Ravenscroft 
Editor 


By Amber Ravenscroft 
Editor 

The Potomac State wom- 
en's basketball team will 
continue their 2012-2013 
season today in an away 
game at CCAC-South. 

The team is currently 
1-4, not including their 
Monday game versus Ce- 
cil College, which was un- 
available at press time. 

Its only win comes from 
a 72-51 victory over 
The College of South- 
ern Maryland on Nov. 8. 

“They've had a rough start 
to the season, but they’re 
a young team,” said Head 
Coach Jim Walton. “I expect 
a lot of progress this year.” 
The team's only returning 
sophomore and captain 
is Alexis Steele, a guard 
from North Marion High 
School in Fairview, W.Va. 

The Lady Cats have 
played predominantly out- 
of-conference games and 
won't see conference play 
until January. 





Freshman guard Marcus James goes up for a layup in 
their home game against Howard. 

Photos by Raymond Burner 


Men’s team unbeaten at 3-0; 
Shenandoah at home tomorrow 


By Ryan Minnigh 
Staff Reporter 

The Potomac State men's 
basketball team will play 
tomorrow at home versus 
Shenandoah University. 
Tip-off is at 7 p.m. 

The men's basketball 
team has started out strong 
in the 2012-13 season. The 
team is currently 3-0, not 
including their Tuesday 
game against Northern 
Virginia Community Col- 
lege which was unavailabe 
at press time. 

Two tournaments were 
cancelled earlier in the 


season, but the team has 
earned wins over Southern 
Maryland, Catonsville and 
Howard Community Col- 
lege. 

The Cats also received a 
new head coach this sea- 
son in Justin Anderson. He 
is aided by Brian Price. 

The team currently has 
eight incoming freshmen 
and seven sophomore play- 
ers, most returning. 

The team will be hosting 
a camp Dec. 22, for boys 
ages 8-14. Cost is $40 and 
will run from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 



Freshman guard Ryan Ogbonna takes the ball up the 
court in the Cats' home game. 
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Progress, change, hope 

On November 6 of this year America proved something to the 
whole world and in one stunning act we reelected President 
Barack Hussein Obama. Republican nominee Mitt Romney 
lost the election by more than a hundred electoral votes. The 
message is clear and the message is strong. 

This election was about ideologies: forward progressive 
thinking and catching up with the rest of the world with 
President Obama, or go back to the outdated, bigoted mindset 
that has become the American stereotype with Mitt Romney. 

The Obama win is an acknowledgment that those who oppose 
gay rights are just as bad as the racists of the ‘50s, and that the 
drug war is a pointless persecution of nonsensical proportions. 

This win acknowledges that there are voters smart enough to 
tell the difference between socialism and universal healthcare, 
which will save millions of lives. 

This win reminds us of the founding of this country, when 
our founding fathers looked at traditional colonial values 
and collectively gave those values the finger, to make way for 
democratic values of the future. 

A win for Romney would have been seen as “traditional 
America” (also known as back when it was okay to be a racist, 
homophobic, gun-loving bigot) winning over progressive ideas. 

The American people spoke loud and proud. After eight years 
under the regime of a illegitimately elected, Islamaphobic gun 
nut, who sacrificed millions of soldier’s lives to sort out his 
daddy issues and then abandoned the economy, we were ready 
for something different. Something better. 

President Barack Hussein Obama is here to stay for another 
four years. Expect to see Jeb Bush, Paul Ryan, and the Clintons 
to be the stars of the 2016 election, but for the next four years, 
we can look forward to progress, to change, to hope. 

Nick Adams 
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Should voting be compulsory? 

Consider this. Based on statistics from the most recent US 
Presidential Election, 40 percent of Americans who were eligible 
to vote, didn’t vote. This places the United States at 120 out of 
169 countries for voter turnout (sitting at around 60 percent). 
This is a pretty poor result taking into account the fact that 
America calls itself a democracy, wouldn’t you agree? 

I also come from a country that calls itself a democracy, Aus- 
tralia. However, in our 2010 election, 93 percent of our eligible 
voters cast their vote. That sounds much more like a govern- 
ment run by the people - a democracy - doesn’t it? 

You might wonder how we get a whole third more of our popu- 
lation to vote. Voting is compulsory in Australia, an idea which I 
think could greatly benefit the United States. 

Other reasons for America’s low voter turn out might include 
the frequency of elections in the U.S., the inconvenience of vot- 
ing, or the realization that each individual vote doesn’t count for 
much. 

However, considering only 60 percent of your country cast 
their vote in the most recent so-called democratic election, I 
think that any Americans unhappy with the election results 
need to kindly ask their fellow citizens to cast their votes next 
time. 

Henry Herkes 

1 9 shopping days until.... 

Nothing fills me with joy like sound of Christmas music. It’s 
everywhere this time of year, calling us toward our favorite 
retail outlets like the smell of charbroiled beef draws us toward 
Burger King at lunchtime... and for the same reason. The aroma 
of sizzling fat dripping into the flame of the broiler triggers a 
primal switch in our heads, making us hungry when seconds 
earlier we were satisfied. Christmas music triggers the carefree 
child in us who wanted nothing more from the world than to be 
happy and spend every penny on shiny new toys. 

That’s the power of Christmas, the power to stimulate the 
influx of billions of dollars into the economy and save the lives 
of millions of people. 

“Save lives?” You sound doubtful, but consider The Salvation 
Army of the late 1800s who, in an effort to keep their soup 
kitchens opened and provide meals for families through the 
holidays, was the first to employ the image of Santa to boost 
donations. Bell- ringing volunteers dressed in the quasi- military 
uniforms of the Salvation Army were out, and the first bell- 
ringing Santas filled the coffers. 

The largest retailer on planet Earth depends on the 
commercial power of Christmas to bring its profit and loss 
sheet “into the black” every year, giving birth to the new annual 
holiday, Black Friday, which is now printed on many calendars 
along with lesser holidays like Easter and Halloween. 

The commercialization of Christmas, while distasteful for 
many, is in fact the only reason such warm and fuzzy feelings 
are generated by the holiday in the first place. Sixty days in 
advance, or more, people will begin a countdown to the holiday 
not by saying, “53 days left ‘till the joyous celebration of the 
birth of Christ.” What many consider to be one of the most 
religious holidays of the year is counted down by, “53 shopping 
day ‘till Christmas.” 

Huge global corporations without an ounce of social 
conscience the other eleven months of the year will focus all of 
their efforts and spend billions of dollars to wake up the little 
child in all of us and generate that warm, fuzzy feeling we all 
get seeing a bulging over-stuffed stocking barely clinging to the 
mantle of a fireplace. 

That fuzzy glow has been coaxed and nurtured over the 
centuries by a commercial machine that recognized a long 
time ago, the power of the holiday. After all, a lonely moonlit 
evergreen in the center of a snow-covered field might be called 
a winter landscape. Spend $100 covering it in lights and glass 
balls and only now has it become a Christmas tree. 

Jonathan Morse 
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Greenhouse looks forward to Spring 



By Paul Burford 
Campus News Editor 

Dr. Donna Ballard is 
teaching her students to 
keep it green. Ballard, as- 
sistant professor of hor- 
ticulture, teaches how to 
raise and provide optimum 
growing conditions for a 
variety of plants. 

She lectures in a regu- 
lar classroom and she also 
gives hands-on experience 
in a working greenhouse. 

The greenhouse, located 
behind the demonstra- 
tion kitchen at the corner 
of Chatham and Parkview 
drives, is used as a labo- 
ratory for students taking 
courses in the agriculture 
program. 

Students are currently 
growing poinsettias, which 
will reach maturity around 
Christmas. In the spring, 
horticulture students grow 
“a number of varieties of 
tomatoes,” as well as pep- 
pers, petunias, marigolds, 
bitter orange trees, herbs, 


and a myriad of other types 
of plants, all of which go on 
sale starting in late April, 
during Dead Week. 

The students in Ballard’s 
plant sciences class are 
growing corn, peas, beans 
and strawberries, in order 
to study various aspects of 
these plants’ growing cycle. 

Ballard has a student 
who volunteers some of his 
time to water, transplant, 
weed, and clean. 

After plants are grown, 
“they go on sale. Those that 
aren’t sold are composted.” 
The herbs go to the demon- 


stration kitchen for use by 
Chef Vieli and his hospital- 
ity students. 

Potomac State horticul- 
ture classes include Plant 
Science, General Horticul- 
ture, Woody Plant Material 
and Herbaceous Plants. 

The college offers degree 
programs in horticulture 
and agronomy, and a cer- 
tificate program for agri- 
culture technician. 

WVU in Morgantown, 
also offers six bachelor of 
science degrees in agri- 
culture. PSC AA degrees 
transfer to WVU. 


Dorms to close 
Friday, Dec. 14 

By Hailey Truman , Editor 

We all know that winter 
break is fast approaching 
but are you ready to leave 
the dorm? 

Do you know what things 
you need to be doing to 
prepare to leave for break? 

The halls will be closing 
on Friday, Dec. 14 at 4 p.m. 
If you do not have a ride by 
that time you are asked 
to take all of your stuff to 
the bottom of the Student 
Union and wait there until 
your ride arrives. 

Other things that you 
should be doing to prepare 
to leave are closing and 
locking your windows, put 
your heat/ac on the lowest 
setting, empty all of your 
trash cans and remove all 
the trash from you room, 
clean your dishes, remove 
perishables from your re- 
frigerator and dispose of 
properly, unplug all elec- 
tronics, secure valuables 
or take them home, take 
fish and flowers home, put 
your blinds up, turn off 
all lights, put your blinds 
halfway up and lock your 
door and tell your RA you 
are leaving. 

Usable items from dorm 
rooms can be donated to 
the Community Closet. 
Call Cheri Alt 304-813- 
5746 for arrangements. 



Mock DUI Continued from Page 1 

ing, drinking and driving was a perfect fit. 

The group contacted the Keyser Fire Department, 
EMT and Mineral County Sheriff’s Department for 
some realistic help. They got Boddy’s Automotive to 
donate a wrecked car for the demonstration. 

Minshell said, “If seeing this could stop even one 
person from drinking and driving, we have done our 
job.” 

The community and students from PSC turned 
out to watch the demonstration in large numbers. 
“I’m glad they did this. Hopefully it will scare some of 
them,” said Chequelle Cooper, a student at PSC. 

The reactions were positive, helping the group feel 
as if the message was received. “A good experience for 
young adults,” said PSC student Bestinie Dorsey. 

McCray said, “It was a hands-on experience for all of 
us.” The presentation lasted about 45 minutes. 

Minshell and McCray watched the reactions from 
fellow students. 

“A positive message with a good location, where ev- 
eryone can see the severity of drinking and driving. 
This could be you if you choose it,” said Jerica Bland- 
ing, current student at PSC. 

Minshell said the group was pleased with the turn- 
out and help from the community. The Keyser Fire De- 
partment was able to use this experience as a training 
opportunity and offer credit to their men and women. 

She and Minshell shook hands proudly. McCray 
said, “Don’t be a statistic.” As the lights descended 
and students returned to campus the only thing that 
remained was a dismantled car and the reminder that 
drinking and driving is never an option. 


Nick’s MOVIE REVIEWS 

It is without question that Sean Connery defined the 
role of the secret agent 007 also known as James Bond, 
in such a way that when he left the part, those after 
him have never been quite able to fill his shoes. Daniel 
Craig, in his third (and best so far) performance of Bond 
makes a very strong argument that he will be the defini- 
tive Bond, and if he continues to be in movies as great as 
Skyfall, that will be true. 

Everything about Skyfall is fantastic, from its excellent 
direction, to its sly humor to its heart-stopping action, 
all framed around an effecting and surprisingly personal 
story, that never stops being exciting. Said story follows 
M (Dame Judi Dench) as she becomes the target of a for- 
mer MI6 agent, Raoul Silva (Javier Bardem), who plans 
to humiliate her as director of MI6 and eventually kill 
her. Bond, despite being a bit worse for the wear as he 
starts to feel his age, comes out of hiding to protect her 
and stop Silva. 

Part of what makes this film so excellent is the aston- 
ishing amount of hard work they put into almost every 
aspect of it. Daniel Craig delivers not only his best per- 
formance as Bond, but it’s one of his best performances 
ever. Same goes for Dame Judi Dench, who is so fan- 
tastic in her role here that it will be a real shame if she 
does not get a nomination come Oscar time. Speaking of 
Oscars, Javier Bardem will definitely have a chance for 
his portrayal of Silva, one of the best Bond villains thus 
far. Naomie Harris and Ben Whishaw do some heavy lift- 
ing of their own in the iconic roles of Moneypenny and Q 
respectively, and Ralph Fiennes as a high-ranking gov- 
ernment official steals every scene he is in. 

The most surprising thing about the film though would 
be the cinematography and direction. Sam Mendes, best 
known for American Beauty and Road to Perdition, is so 
good at directing the action scenes that he makes the 
Transformers movies look like Power Rangers. And the 
film just looks gorgeous. There is a sequence that takes 
place over the main credits that is one part live action, 
one part animation that tells you essentially everything 
that will happen in the movie, without telling you a thing. 
Even seemingly dull locations, like say a room where Sil- 
va is keeping Bond, is just kept in such amazing focus 
and looks so good you do not even realize you are just 
looking at an empty room. 

Skyfall is without a doubt one of the year’s best mov- 
ies, and the best Bond flick since Goldfinger, easily. If 
the Daniel Craig Bond movies continue to be as good as 
Skyfall, then very quickly we will have a new definitive 
James Bond. 

Hailey’s MOVIE REVIEWS 

If you are a history buff, I would suggest going to see 
Lincoln, which stars Daniel Day Lewis, Sally Fields and 
Tommy Lee Jones. 

The film is about the last months of Lincoln’s life and 
how he spent it trying to get the 13 th amendment passed 
and what it is like inside a meeting of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Even if you don’t know anything about 
Civil War era history, the movie is still easy to follow, if 
you pay attention of course. Director Steven Speilberg’s 
film is riveting, captivating and the best historical movie 
of the year. 

And of course, for all you Twilight fans out there, the 
final installment of the series is out. 

If you have not gone to see Breaking Dawn Part Two 
then you are missing out. In this one, Bella is a vampire 
and her Edward are fighting against the Volturi, an evil 
group of vampires, to save their daughter Renesmee. 
With the help of allies around the world will they be able 
to stop the Volturi? 

Come out and see for yourselve. It was an epic finale 
to the series and it had me on the edge of my seat until 
the very end. It was heartwarming, action packed, and 
spellbinding. You do not want to miss this one. 
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History of the jolly olde elf 


By Paul Burford 
Campus News Editor 

The time is the second 
or third century A.D. The 
place is Marya, a small 
village in southern Anato- 
lia (modern day Turkey). 

A new priest has just 
been posted to the parish. 

His name is Father 
Nickolas. As he assumes 
his position as pastor, he 
notices two things: one, 
the children of the parish 
aren’t playing with toys: 
and two, the town is quite 
poor. The people have 
barely enough money to 
buy food, let alone pay for 
toys, and in some cases 
clothes for their children. 

Father Nickolas decides 
that he must do some- 
thing about this situation, 
so he sets aside some of 
the offering to buy clothes 
and toys for the children 
of the town. Instead of giv- 
ing these gifts year round, 
he chooses one special 
day to do this. He decides 
on December 25. 

He chose this day, not 
because it’s Jesus’ birth- 
day, it isn’t, but because 
since the year 98, Chris- 
tians have had a tradition 
of celebrating a special 
mass on that day. This 
celebration was called 
“Christ’s Masse,” officially. 

On this day, Christians 
did exchange gifts in com- 
memoration of the gift of 
salvation paid for by Jesus 
on the cross of Calvary. 

On the night before 


Christ’s Masse, Father 
Nickolas would go to the 
homes of the children 
of the town, and leave a 
package in front of the 
door, neatly wrapped, and 
containing clothes, and 
one toy for each child who 
lived in the house. 

Eventually, Father Nick- 
olas was elevated to Bish- 
op, but he never forgot the 
children of Marya. 

He arranged to have 
someone continue his 
practice of leaving gifts at 
the door of houses with 
children, not only for the 
children of Marya, but for 
the children in his diocese. 

In the end, Father Nick- 
olas became Pope. As he 
was elevated through the 
Catholic hierarchy, he 
continued the practice of 
giving toys to the children. 

Father Nickolas became 
known by various names 
throughout Europe, and 
in North America. 

In Scandinavia, he was 
known as “Sinter Klaus.” 

In France, he was “Pere 
Noel.” 

In England, he was “Fa- 
ther Christmas.” 

And in North America, 
Father Nickolas became 
known and loved as “San- 
ta Claus,” as well as “St. 
Nickolas,” since the Cath- 
olic Church maintains a 
tradition of canonizing 
their popes after they die. 

This is the history of the 
jolly olde elf, himself. 



Favorite Christmas memories ... 



Cheri’ Alt- “I started a small 
Christmas book that hangs 
on my tree. I write holiday 
traditions down every year. 
My hope is that my children 
will one day enjoy a collec- 
tion of Christmas memories.” 



Erica Sirk- “My favorite 
Christmas memory was my 
son’s first Christmas. It was 
magic all over again.” 



Brittany Biddle- “Every night 
on Christmas Eve my sister and 
I always open one present before 
we go to sleep. The next morning 
we open all of our presents with 
my family and then head out to 
visit the rest of them.” 





Paul Burford- “Trimming the 
tree. Every year on Christmas 
Eve my parents would let me 
stay up late, sometimes Til 
10, to decorate the tree. It 
was the only time I was al- 
lowed to stand on the arm of 
the couch.” 



Elisha Wagoner- “Every 
Christmas Eve my mom, dad, 
sister, and I would set out 
cookies, milk, and carrots for 
Santa and his reindeer. The 
next morning we woke up at 
5 a.m. to see if Santa came.” 



Linsay K. Baker- “When I 
got to an appropriate age, my 
mother sat me on the kitchen 
counter and told me the 
“truth” about Santa. We both 
cried like babies!” 



Stephanie Wildman- “Every 
Christmas Eve, my family 
has a dinner and we do a gift 
exchange but we also have 
a birthday cake for my dad 
since he was born on Christ- 


mas Eve. Then my brother 
and I exchange our gifts.” 




Hailey Truman- “When I was 
little, my sister and I woke up 
early on Christmas day and 
would circle all of our pres- 
ents around us. Now we open 
our presents at midnight so 
we can sleep in.” 



Amber Ravenscroft- “I was 

born on Christmas, so ev- 
ery year my mom sets up a 
“birthday tree” with impor- 
tant moments from my child- 
hood and puts my birthday 
presents underneath it” 



Kelly Mills- “Last year I cel- 
ebrated the holidays with 
my boyfriend’s family. We all 
went to Chincoteague, Va. for 
the week and got a house on 
the water. It was an unforget- 
table experience.” 



Jonathan Morse- “Having 
grown up in the military, 
coming back to Keyser for 
Christmas with my family, 
my folks would wake us up 
as we came over the Bridge 
to see the star/ tree on top of 
the college.” 







